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PRESIDENTIAL ACCIDENTS.

THE MANY NARROW SLIPS IN THE
CONVENTIONS AND ELECTIONS.

Col. McClure’s Summary of the Close Presi-
dential Battles—The Incidents and Chances
of High Politics in the United States- How
the Original Idea of Unpledged Electors
Gave John Adams the Presidency by Three
Votes—The JefNferson-Burr Contest In the
House—A Letter That Defeated Scott In
1840-Polk the First 'Dark Horse' to
Run—Queer Accidents and Thelr Results,

The Republicans of the country will this
year hold their third National Convention in
Philadelphia to nominate candidates for Pres-
ident and Vice-President. The first National
Convention of that party was held in Phila-
delphia Musical Fund Hall on the 17th of June,
1866, and nominated Fremont and Dayton s
their national ticket; and the second Republican
National Convention held in Philadelphia was in
the Academy of Music on the 5th of June, 1872,
when Grant and Wilson were nominated. The
Whigs held a National Convention in the Chinese
Museum, now the Continental Hotel, on the
7th of June, 1848, and nominated Taylor and
Fillmore, and the first National Convention ever
held by any party was held in Philadelphia by
the Anti-Masons, In September, 1830, more than
two years before the Presidential election of
1832. 1t adjourned, however without making
a nomination, and met in Baltimore one yenr
later, when Willlam Wirt was nominated for
President and Amos Ellmaker for Vice-Presi-
dent. The Democrats have never held a Na-
tional Convention in Philadelphia.

Few of even the more intelligent students of
our political history have any just conception
of the many narrow accidents and incidents
which have happened to win or lose men the
Presidential ofice. The position that is now
regarded as the highest civil trust in the world
has at times been controlled by accident or
incident apparently little more grave than the
drawing of lots or the tossing of acoin, and in
quite a number of our Presidential contests the
successful candidate was a “dark horse,” or
what in politics {s called an “accident.”

In 1708 Thomas Jefferson lost the Presidency
and John Adams gained it by threa votes in the
FElectoral College. Which of the two had the
larger popular vote ecannot be ascertained,
as there 18 no record of it. but a change of two
votes in the Electoral College would have made
Jeflerson President over Adams. It Is worthy
of note that if Presidential electors had been
chosen as they are now, with distinet obliga~
tions to sustain the majority vote of the State,
Adams would have been defeated and Jefferson
elected.

Adams was elected President over JefTerson
in the Electoral College by the vote of 71 to 88
for Jefferson, but three votes were cast for
Adams from States where the popular majority
was for Jefferson. The electoral vote of Penn-
sylvania was 14 for Jefferson and 1 for Adams;
that of Virginia was 20 for Jefferson and 1 for
K awm; that of North Carolina was 11 for Jeffer-
won and 1 for Adams. In all of those States
the electors wers elected by popular vote and
the majority was in favor of Jefferson, but
the electors were chosen in accord with the
original conception of an Electoral College, that
should be composed of Intelligent and dispas-
sionate men, who would exercise the soundeat
discretion in the choice of a President. Should
an elector undertake to exerciss such indepen-
dent judgment in the presentdayand vote for
u candidate who had not recelved the popular
vote of the State he would be universally exe-
crated, but it was just this independent exer-
cise of judgment of three electors in Penn-
sylvania, Virgina and North Carolina that gave
Adams the Presidency over Jefferson. The
fact that one Virginia elector voted against
Jefferson in disregard of the popular vote
of the Btate does not seem to have excited any
popular reprobation, as the theory in that day
was that Presidential electors should be entirely
free to vote according to the dictates of thelr
own consclenoe. Thus John Adams obtained
the Presidenoy in 1708 by three electors voting
agalnst the popular expressions of their respec-
tive States, when the vote of two of them wounld
have made Jefferson President.

There s not a general understanding of the
parrow escape Jefferson made In galning the
Presidenoy over Burr in the contest of 1800-
1801. It was unpardonable on the part of
Burr to make a contest against Jafferson, be-
cause they had an equal vote in the Flectoral
College, and it was an unpardonable blunder
not to have one or more of the electors chosen
to make Jefforson President drop Burr, as even
if one had done 8o it would have made Jeffer-
son President. But party lines were drawn
very sharply in that campaign and all of the
electors evidently felt bound to vote for Jeffer-
son and Burr, as in choosing & Vice-President
they were compelled to vote for two candi-

dates for President, and the one recelving the
largest vote bocanée President and the one re-
elving the second largest vote became Vice-
resident.

But for the aggressive hostilit
ander Hamliton to Aaron Burr the chances
e quita even that Burr would have been
f osen President over Jefferson in the House
n the great battle of 1801. For seven days
the vote between Jefferson and Burr was
grs‘iwly the same, eight States voting for
efferson, six for Burr and two blank, the
voteof nine States belng necessary to an
election. Hamilton  agegressively opposed
the movement generally orzanized among the
Federalists to make Burr President

of Alex-

over
Jefferson. It was not done because they
were friendly to Burr, but because they

wanted to defeat Jefferson as the leader of
the opposition to Federal authority. Ham-
{lton _earnestly and very persistently urged
the Federalista of the House not to eleot
Burr and that hostility of Hamilton made
Burr his implacable enemy, and doubtless
was the primary cause of the duel between
Burr and Hamilton,

During the seven days' balloting between
Jeffarson and Burr the latter received the
votg of six Mtates, with Vermont and Mary-
land divided. The change of a single vote
in the Vermont delegution in the House
would h"% given the vota of that State to
Burr; the change of a single vote In the Mary-
land delegation would have given the vote
of that State to Burr, and the ohangs of a
single vote in the New Jersey delegation
would have given the vote of that State to
Burr, making the number necessary to his
alection. Thus, while the election of Jeffer-
son by the House in 1801 i8 generally regarded
as an inevitable result, in point of fact but

for the earnest intervention of Alexander
Hamilton, the leader of the Faderalists,
Burr would most likely have been made

President instead of Jeffersan.

There were no complications whatever In
the contest for Jefferson's redlection, and
in the election and redlection of both Madi-
son and Monroe, but in the memorable bat-
tle of 1824 between Jackson, Adams, Craw-
ford and Clay, in which there was no choice
in the Electoral College, the accident or
ineldent that gave to Adams three of the
electoral votes of New York, which under

e agreement in the Legislature that chosa

o electors should have been given to Clay,

ft Clay out of the contest in the House,

he electoral vote as returned was 99 for
ackson, 84 for Adams, 41 for Crawford and
87 tor Clay. The New York electors gave

dams 28 votes, Crawford 5 Clay ¢ and

ackson 1. They were chosen by the New
York Legislature and the compact was made
between the friends of Adams and Clay by
which Clay should have received three votes
more than were given to him Had the elec-
tors voted in accordance with the agreement
under which they were chosen Clay would
have had 4 votes in the Electoral College
and Crawford only 8p.

Under the law the three candidates receiv-
ing the highest vote in the Electoral College
are returned to the House, from which a choice
must be made; and had the New York electors
voted as they should have voted according
to the contract between the different interests,
Clay would have been returned to the House
as the third candidate with Adams and Jack-
son instead of Crawford. Had Clay been re-
turned to the House as one of the three can-
didates from which a choice for President
was to be made, the chances are nearly or quite
even that he would have been elected Prosi-
dent instead of Adams. He was the popular
idol of the House, in which he had served as
Speaker. He was a master leader in political
combinations, while Adams was cold, reserved
and an entire stranger to political manage-
ment. Adams was elected because Clay was
compelled to choose between Adams and Jack-
son, a8 Crawford had little following in the
House, and there would have been no more
Impropriety in the election of Clay as the third
candidate In the Flectoral College than thers
was in the election of Adams as the second
candidate, who had fifteen votes less than

ackson, who was defeated. The election of
John Quiney Adams to the Presidency was
thus assured by a violation of a contract made
in the New York Legislature awarding a di-
vision of the electors between Crawford, Adams
e Jack d

e Jackson-Adams contest of 1828, the Jack-
son-Clay contast of 1832, and the V Bumn‘.’[i:-.
contest of 1838 present non?ncidmu re-

to the choice of President worthy of
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1889, that nominated Gen. Willidm ar-
rison for President, Three names were 8"-
sented to that convention, viz.: y
of Kentucl:r William Henry Harrison of Ohio
and Winfield Soott of Virginia. All of them
were natives of Virginia, and the pride of Vir-
ﬁlnh. then the “Mother of Presidents,” would
ave been inspired in the support of either of
them. Clay was unavailable because he was a
high Mason and a very large proportion of the
grlmﬂlnc elements to Van Buren were Anti-
asons, The convention devoted three days
to private conferences between the commitiees
from each delegation to agree upon a candidate,
and the Virginia delegation was the centre
of Interest, as it was known that it was eventu-
ly to decide whether Harrison or Scott should
the candidate. Thaddeus Stevens, who was
the immediate representative of Gen. Harrison
and the leader of the Anti-Masons, had t
surance of Harrison that Stevens would be in
the Cabinet if Harrison were elected, and he
decided the Virginia delegation to support Har-
rison Instead of Scott by diacreetly drop lng
a letter from Scott to Mr. Granger, in whio
he expressed approval in some measure of the
anti-slavery viewsof that day. The {gtmr was
found and promptly decided the Virginlans
to support Harrison. John Tyler was at the
head u? the delegation and an ardent supporter
of Clay, but he cordially accepted Harrison as
the candidate, and was unanimously nomina
for Vice-President. But for the Scott letter
surreptitionsly communicated to the Virginia
dele gation, it is quite doubtful whether Harrison
would have been successful over Scott.

The Presidential contest of 1844 is full of con-
trolling incidents or aceidents in polities. \an
Buren was the choice of the Democratic party for
renomination, and a decided majority of the
delegates were either instructed or publicly

sledged to his support. They could have nom-
nated him by defeating the two-thirds rule,
but it was adopted obviously because a portion
of those who were supporting him feared that
he could not be elected, He recelved a ma-
Jority of 26 of the vote of the entire convention
on the first ballot, but the same convention had
adoptad the two-thirds rule by a vote of 148
to 118, and that sealed the fate of Van Buren,
as it was known that he could not obtalna two-
thirds vote. (ass, Johnson and Buchanan
were all prominent and actlve competitors
for the nomination. James K. Polk had never
been discussed as a Presidential possibility
His name was not even presented to the con-.
vention until the eighth ballot, afte) levernt
days devoted to the struggle, in which grea
bitterness had developed. On the ninth ballot
the friends of Van Buren decided to defeat he
leading candidates, who were obstruct! Vx\
Buren's two-thirds vote, by going to Polk, t

unthought of and nndigcussed candidats, and
for the firet time a “dark-horse” competitor
for the Presidency was presented to the people,

The nomination of Polk was the defeat of
Henry Clay, He would have distanced Van
Buren in the race bevond a doubt, but Polk,
who was at first ridiculed and belittled as a
competitor of Clay, proved to be the strongest
man the Democratic party, with its serious
dissenaions on the slavery questivn krowlig vt
of the Texas issue, could have presented.

But Henry Clay seemed to be fated, as every
event of the campaign du\-nln“'d to his dis-
advantage. Senator Silas W r‘l.s t, Van Buren’s
chief lieutenant, was nominated for Vice-Presi-
dent. The telegraph line had just been lald
between Washington ard Baltimore, and when
advised of his nomination by telegraph he
curtly and peremptorily declined, as the Van
Buren followers meant to defeat Polk. Had
he been communicated with by letter, with time
to confer with his friends on the xubject, he
wonld have acoepted, as the Van Buren elements
soon after the nomins tion made such arrange-
ments with the Polk leaders as to warrant them
in glving an earnest support to the ticket, but
the dificulty then was to carry New York.
Had Wright remained on the ticket for Vice-
President the necessities of the case would have
been met, but as he had hasuly and inconsid-
erately declined, he was compelled to leave the
Senate and accept the nomination for Governor
to save the State for Polk.  He won the victory
for himself and for Polk, but sulfered a terribia
defeat two years later for reclection that ended
his career

Two other incidents (n the Clay campaign
wera each in itself sufficlent to turn the tide
against Clay. The death of Mr. Muhlenberg,
the Democratic candidate for Governor of
Pennsylvania, soon alter the uuns»uwn was

otten fairly under way, saved the Democrats
rom defeat in that State.  He had been noml-
nated for Governor after a desperate faction
fight, and as he had runindependently agalos
a Democrutic caudidate for Governor nine
years before, resulting In the election of an
anti-Masonic Governor, the party could not
have been thoroughly harmonized in his sup-
yort., e would have bLeen defeated in Oc-
ober, and that would have carried Clay into
the Presidency in November. His death re-
wltad in the unfon of the Democrate ou Fran-
ois R. Shunk, who wus vlected Governor by the
narrow majority of 4.307, and that was fatal to
Clay. Another illogical incident In New York
ave that State to Polk instead of (lay. Jaimnes
8. Birney was the abolition candidate for Pres-
tdant. and the fssue of the campelgn was the
annexation of Texas, a new slave State, with
the right to divide it into four new Ntates to
malutain the slave power of the South. Clay
was opposed to Texas annexation and the ex-
tensfon of the slave power, but Birney received
156812 votea in New York State alone, four-
fifthe of which would have gone to Clay instead
of Polk, and would have reversed the vote
of the State and made (lay the President.

(den. Tavlor was elected President in 1848

solely because of an accideutal battle fought
at Buena Vista, In this respect he Jopouted
the history of Jackson, who was made Presi-
dent solely because he fousght the Battle of
New Orleans on Jan, 8 1815, a full fortnight
after peace had been declared between Eng-
land and the United States. Had there been
telegraphs or steamers in those dayvs Jackeon
never would have reached the Presidency. by
which he was made a political chieftain who
moulded the political polloy of the nation for
a full generation. Gen. Taylor had won the
battlea of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma and
Monterey. He was reoeiving very generous
plaudits from the nation for these victoriea,
which were little more than skirmishes, and the
Administration decided to halt him in his mili-
tarv career. Gen. Scott was summoned to
plan a campaign agalnst the Mexican capital,
and Scott procesded with an army of som
twelve thousand men to Vera Cruz and starte
on his march for the City of Mexico. As Taylor
was not expected to fight any more battles,
Scott drew from him nearly all his regulars,
leaving Tayvlor only a force of some four thou-
sand men. chiefly volunteers. Gen. Santa Anna,
then Dictator of Mexico, finding that Tayvlor
was isolated with a feeble army, marched against
him with the flower of the Mexican troops,
nwmbering 22,000, and attacked him at Buena
Vista. Tayvlor was whipped at the atart and
retty well whipped all t{;n way through until
he close, but he did not know when he was
whipped, and sat on his horse with his leg over
the pommel of the saddle glving the order,
“More grape, Capt. Bragg.” and the Mexican
army was seattered {in confusion by the deadly
thunders of Bragg's batteries. It was such an
oxtraordinary victory that it made Gen, Tavlor
President in spite of a considerable measure of
political blundering on his own part

Again in 1452 wa find political aceident or
incident making a President of the United
States, The Democratic Convention had as
its competitors such polltieal giants as Caes,
Buchanan, Douglas and Marey, and for sev-
eral davs they hattlad for the mastery with-
out success,  Franklin Plerce had not heen
named as a eandidate for the Presidency: had
not been aven thonght of as such by his own
State, but when the deadlock ecame the Vir-
ginia delegation, true to the instinets of the
“Mother of Presidents,” declded to present
Pieree’'s name and give him the vote of the
delegation. The result was that on the forty-
ninth ballot he received the entire vote of the
body with but four exeeptions, two for Cass
and two for Douglas, The party was then
serfously disturbed by factional feuds and
the slavery lssue, and Plerce, althongh eom-
paratively unknown, proved to be a verv strong

candidate, He defeated Gen. Seott, the Whig
nominee, earrving every State in the Union

but Vermont and Massachusetts in the North
and Tennessea and Kentucky in the South,

The Presidential election of 1866 turned
unon the vote of Pennaylvania in October,
The friends of Fremont and Fillmore united
on the State ticket that was intended to he
the forerunner of a Union electoral tidket,
and only the masterly ability and tireless ef-
forts of Col, Forney saved the State to the
Demoerats, and thereby made Buchanan Presi-
dent of the Unitad States, Had Pennsylvania
chosen the Union State ticket in October, the
Union electoral ticket would have been sue-
cessful in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Indiana
and Minois. and Fremont would have heen
chosen President instead of Buchanan. The
Republicans  and  Americans.  who united
against Buchanan believed  that they ware
defranded out of the State alection in October,
and they had a terrible vengeance upon For-
ney when they defeated him for the United
States Senate In the Democratic Tegislatura
three months later. That defeat severed the
friendship of Buchanan and Forney, and made
Forney one of the faremost leaders of the move-
ment that made Lincoln Prosident

Linecoln was nominated for President in 1880
by a convention two-thirds of whose delegates
were chosen to nominate William H. Seward,
There was no political aceident or incident
that gave Lincoln the nomination, It was
simply a stubborn politieal fact. and the con-
vention vielded to it not hecause thev loved
Seward less, but because thev loved Republi-
cnan sueeess more. The unjon of the Ameri-
can and Republican elements was an ahsolute
necessite to give the Republleans the victory,
and in the pivotal States of Pannsvivania and
Indiana. where Curtin and Lane were the Re-
publican ecandidates for Governor, their elec-
tion in October meant the election of A Repuh-
liean President, Their defeat in  October
meant the defeat of the Republican partr in
the national contest. Lane and Curtin were
at the convention, and it was their assurance
that Seward’s nomination meant their defeat
that made the convention nominate Lineeln,
The Demoerats had the opportunity in that con-
test to win the fight and give slavery an indefl-
nite lease of life by uniting on Douglas: but the
advocates of slavery extension and of slavery

domination were unbalanced by imagined om-

nipatence. and thev rent the Democracy (n

twain, ealled Lincoln to the Presidency. pro-

;;ﬂ;-d civil war and made slavery a matter of
story.

The contest for Lincoln's reélection, when
Democratie c-ndt&to oD

McClellan was the

RO YR Lincoln him-
d%w&%
ers, as more than doubdtful un

the wnplftln. in
full couv%:.d ?:‘f his defeat for some time

ter that he stated the fact

to be a coming disas &;l ‘;{’A““““k‘m'(""e
sealed and delivered it to Secretar

'\'\qulll‘:' to be held until after the election. lge
whole aspect of the contest was ¢ y
the incidents of Sherman’s capture (i){ llnn':a
and Sheridan’s victories over Early in the
valley, which started the tidal wave that over-
whelmed McClellan in November.

Gen. Grant was made President by a series
of political incidents unlooked and unwished
for, which compelled him to change his set-
tled purpose Iu){ to be a candidate under any
cireumstances. He was not connected wl_lh an
party: had studiously avoided affinity wit
either during the entire war, and his ur_lmﬂg
not to be involved in politics was f’“b cly an

itively declared. In politica u)‘n;rnthv
g:.wm; a Democrat, but thoroughly loyal, and
he was unsuccessiully importuned by the
Democrats to be their candidate; but an unex-
pected and what became a most bitter per-
sonal conflict with President Johnson brought
the Republicans to the the active support of
Grant, and under such conditions it was not
diffioult to bring him finally to the point of ac-
cepting the nomination for the Presidency.
But for the Johnson-Grant episode it is doubt-
ful whether Grant could ever have been per-
suaded to enter the {mllllml arena, that had
ever been very distasteful to him.

Strong as Grant was in 1868,
open and very widespread rebelllon against
him within his own political household in 1872,
and the Liberal Republican movement that
nominated Greeley for President, who wna
afterward accepted by the Democrats, would
have been successful but for the fact that busi-
ness conditions absolutely forbade it. 1 have
never seen @ more general, earnest and en-
thusiastic revolt than the Republican revolt
of 1872, but when a change of adminlstration
had to be looked squarely in the face with un-
certainty as to the financial policy of Greeley,
the entire business interests of the country
came forward in solid column and, with the
aid of defection in the Demoecratic rank and
file, gave Greeley a most disastrous defeat that
soon thereafter ended his career in an asylum.

The nomination of Hayes in 1876 was an ac-
cident, and his election was the result of some
of the ost startling incidents in the politie
history of the nation. Blaine had a decided
majority of the delegates elected to the Na-
tional Convention, but many of them were held
by instructions and thus prevented from sup-

rting thelr favorite candidate. The younger
“ameron, who was Secretary of War and
chalrman of the Prnnsylvam%dolendon. led
the fight against Blaine, and his own delega-
tion. two-thirds of whom were for Blaine,
were handicapped by instructions fn" Hart-
ranft. On the night before a ballot was
reached the nomination of Blaine seemed to he
inevitable, and Cameron himself concednd it.
Robert W. Mackey, the shrawdest of all our
Pennsylvania leaders, devised the plan by
which Binine was defeated. The delegation
was asked by Cameron under Mackey's direc-
tion to vote solid for Hartranft as long as his
vote inereased. and then vote solid for whoever
was preferred. The Blaine men, confident of
thus securing at an early period the vote of the
entire delegation for Blaine, accepted thaprop-
osition and Mackey and some of his associates
went Into commercial politics with the South-
ern delegates and had them arranged to in-
crease or maintain Hartranft's vote indefinitely.
After a protracted battle the convention made a
stampede to Hayes, although Bltu?e had re-
celved the votes of a m&inrlt{‘ of all the dele-
gates, but never on any one ballot. It was a
clear case of a great convention being misled
from it8 purpose by shrewd and desperate
political management,

Tilden nominated himself and managed his
campalgn badly, as he trusted none others, and
ﬂnaﬁ s lost his election by two incidents, either
of which might have been determined in his
favor. He could have received the vota of
Louisiana by telegraphing a single word to New
Orleans, but he hesitated until too late, and
when finally the vote of Louisiana was to be
passed upon by the Senate, and thus decide the
contest, his defeat of Chlef Justice Chase in the
Democratic Convention of 1888 came back with
bittar fruita, as the accomplished and brilllant
daughter of Chase swerved Conkling, the
ablast of the Republican leaders, from his pur-
pose to Yermit the election of Tilden.

Garfleld wns nominated for President after
the ablest and most desperate contest ever
made in a National Convention. It was a great
battle royal between Grant and Blaine, neither
of whom could command a majority, and both
fonght in hand-to-hand conflict for more than
a week, neither willing to yvield to the other.
Garfleld was not a candidate before the cone
ventlon. The State had unanimously instruet
for Sherman and had sent Garfleld at the hea
of the delegation to advocate Sherman’s nomi-
nation. After a ten days' struggle the Wis-
consin delegation declded to make a movement
to break the deadlock, and Garfleld was suceess-
ful in that nrau «us by a very few votes over Win-
dom of Minnesota, for whom his delegation
had uniformly vot Had Windom suc eeded
in that eaucus instead of Ouﬂold,hﬁ nomination
would have been more than probable. Garfleld
his nomination followed with
n tidul wave. Hancock’s nomination by the
Democrats was logical, as he poss gtrength
that no other candidate 2ould bring into the
contest is battle was won until within a
fow weeks of the election, when the (irant and
Conkling elements, after having deliberatel
lanned the defeat of Garfleld, made terns wit
le. ave him a h»nrl{ support, and Tammany
added its betrayal of Hancook to give Garfleld
the viotory.

The (‘lovelfu‘d-Hlulne contest of 1884 waa rich
in politioal accidents and incidents. The nomi-
nations of Blaine and Cleveland were entirely
logical and accomplished without n.nr extrgor-
dinary politl management.  Blaine had
stumped the country from New England to the
west of the Father of Waters and returned to
New York on his way home a few days before
the election with his battle apparently won.
If he had gone through New York to his hom
in Auguata and remained there in quiet unt
election day he would have been chosen Presi-
dent of the United Btates over Cleveland. He
was not responsible for the Conkling defection
in Oneida county, where a change of 2,000 was
made against him, but bis dining with Jay Gould
and his menting with a committee of ministers
that brought about the fatal Burchard incident
cost him many more than the 600 votes which
would have changed the result of New York and
made him President,

The renomination of Cleveland by the Demo=
crats and the nomination of Harrison br th
Republicans came in the natural order of politica
events. It was a contest of unusual dignity
und earnestness, but while Cleveland carried
nearly 100,000 popular majority he lost hls
election by the defection of Tammany in New
York city. Cleveland lost his own State, that
wonld have given him the Presidency, by a
majority of 14,873, and Gov. Hill, who was on
the same ticket, was reélected Governor by a
mgjnrnynf 10,171

ew know how narrowly Claveland escaped
defeat in the Democratic convention of 1802,
The convention was hostile to Cleveland, but
the overwhelming Democratio sentiment of
the country compelled leaders to bow to him,
It was the most desperate battle ever made in
a National Convention with the single excep-
tion of the Grant-Blaine battle of 1580, and the
enemies of Cleveland were strengthened by
an able and {mnmlv hostile delegation from
his own State. The ballot was not reached
until more than ht\r the night of the third day
of the convention had been exhausted in angry
disputation, and Cleveland recelved but a small
fraction in excess of the necessary two-thirds
vote. Had he failed on that ballot his nomi-
nation would have been impossible.

The nomination of McKinley was accom-
plished by the superb political management
of Mark A. Hanna, now Senator from Ohio.
He had a strong candidate to begin with, as
McKinley had greater elements of personal
}mpulnrjn\' than any one of those op tohim.

Ake Tilden's campalgn of 1876, the delegates
were made MeKinley men before they left their
homes, and the conventlon was simply a ratifi-
cation meeting without incident or aceident
worthy of note. For the first time in the his-
tory of American politics a candidate was
nominated for President in 1896 who was not
seriously discussed for the position before the
convention met, but won his nominatien
by a single oratorieal effort that enthused the
convention and swept it from its original moor-
ings. William Jennings Bryan was not even
a delegate in the convention when it met. He
was in the position of a contestant. but on the
second day he and his friends were admitted,
and fn an address of surpassing eloquence he
won the nomination even against the most
earnest opposition that stood to its guns until
the last shot was fired. A single speech thus
made Mr. Bryan the candidate for President,
who in the campaign electrified the country
by his eloquent and tireless deliverances, and
who to-day holds the Demoeracy of the nation
in the hollow of his hand. His defeat was
logical because he assailed the well-estab-
lished business and financial conditions and
public and private credit, and now, under new
conditions, he gives promise of an equally
earnest and aggressive campaign on the new
issues which territorial expansion and busi-
ness progress have nresented to the nation.

H.m-h are some of the political accidents
or incidents which have entered into our Presi-
dential contest A, K. McCLURE.

Lincoln Preferred to Walk.
From the Columbus State Journal,

Abraham Linecoln came to Columbus on Sapt,
18, 1850, and spoke from the east terrace of
the State House,  He was announced ax the
“Hon, Abraham Lineoln of [llinois,” and came
to Columbus under the auspices of the Young
Men's Republican Club, hetter known as the
“Wide Awakes.” This was his flrst speech in
Ohto. He spoke in the forenoon to a large
audience, and the late Hon. George M. Par-
sons was chalrman of the meeting. That
evening he was escorted to the market hoise
on Town street, hy a committee consisting
of the Hon. E. L. Taylor, Sr., Charles Scar-
lett, Gen. James M. Comley and Charley Wing,
and he spoke for a second time. Mr. Lin-
coln stopped at the old Neil House, and when
the committee met him there to take him to
the market house meeting they had a ear
riage at the door. “Oh, let's walk bovs.,” and
he started out with Taylor at his side, the great
Republican leader covering about five feet

there was

Buc ed, and

in each step. Every one of the party was
well winded except Lin reac
ol R N:& coln when they hed

\ILROAD.

COYTESVILLE CONMUTERS WALK THE
LONGEST MILE IN THE WORLD.

Foot It te Fort Lee and Thence Make Thelr
Way to New York Rather Than Back Dowa
From Their Determination That a Round
Trip Ticket Shall Be Had for Tweaty Cents,

Without the slighest fume or fuss

It moves upon iis secret way,
And ere suspicion touches us

We find ourselves beneath its sway;
The deadly Trollloctopus

That wringsfrom man hisdally pay.

The deadly Trollloctopus,
That melancoly octopus,
Harsh mono-polly octopus,
That grips us tighter day by day.

(Lays o a Commuting Laureate.)

Far back in the hilly fastnesses of New Jersay,
miles from the busy Hudson with its flotillas of
ferryboats, nestles amid its shade trees and
climbing roses the peaceful village of Coytes-
ville. To the wearled traveller arriving there
with his brow caked with dust and the mark of
the industrious mosquito upon his countenance
it seems a veritable haven of rest, Here surely,
one thinks, the wicked cease from troubling
and the weary are at rest. And it was once
thus, but is no more, The curse of civilization
is upon Coytesville. It has fallen into the coils

of the Lethal trollioctopus.

In the brave days of old the Coytesville man
who wanted to get anywhere hitched up his nag
and drove there if it was too far to walk, Then
came a little ten-mile steam railroad which con-
nected the hamlet with the rest of the universe,
Reminiscences of that happy period of innocence
are sadly recalled to the villagers by the fre-
quent look-ont-for-the-locomotive sign still
blooming by the roadside, but now, alas! bloom-
ing unheeded. The locomotive puffed its way
into the limbo of outgrown usefulnesses and a
long wire extended its length through the air
until it had reached Coytesville. The far-reach-
ing trollioctopus had flung a tentacle into the
community and slowly but surely made fast its
insidious hold on the place. Now it is firmly
estahlished and the 800 Coytesvillagers, no
less than ninety-four of whom are commuters,
are fighting what they term its vicious en-
croachments upon their rights, All of which,
reduced to its lowest terms, amounts to this:
that the trollioctopus charges 30 cents a round
trip to New York and Covtesvilla considers
that anything more than 20 cents is robbery,
extortion, imposition;, probably arson and pos-
sibly murder. Therefore Coytesville goesjits
way, not exactly rejoicing but at least un-
yielding, upon Shanks'’s, his (or her ) mare.

Now, one is not able to appreciate the seri-
onsness of this until he has been to Coytesville
and learned how cut off it is from the world
except for the aforesaid Trollinctopus. The
nearest railroad station is a mile and a half
away over a sun-beaten road. The nearest
trolley line that is not a Trollioctopus is at Fort
Jee village, n mile away. the longest mile-
by the way, in the world. The reporter who
writes this walked it yesterday. After reach-
ing Fort Lee vjliage one takes the non-octo-
vodie line to Fort Tee ferry and thence conwes
to this city, landing at 125th street, at consid-
erable inconvendonce and loss of time This
is the route adonted h{‘ the determined inhab-
{tants of Coytesville. 8o potent has been their
self-sacrificing example that It has stirred u
the citizens of Palisades Park, Grantwood,
Hudson Heights, and other centres of popti=
lation along the trail of the Trollloctopus and
it i not at all unlikely that the whole conntry-
side will upite in hunting the monster and re-
ducing it to submission

Of course the commuters began the flght.
Bkilful statisticians have estimated that if it
wasn't for cominuters in general the millienninm
would be some milltons of years nearer at hand.
These Coytesville commuters declare, however,
that they are fi muu{ for the brotherhooc
of man. Just when the monster-destroying
idea took root nobody seems to know, but it
became active about twe weeks ago when the
ninety-four commuters swore by all the gods
of New Jersey that the Trollioctopus had drunk
fts last drink of thelr lifeblood, and that there-
after they were free men and would flght it to
the death, or until it came down to a twenty-
cent round trip basie, Some of the younger
bloods advocated violent measures, such as
confiscating the monster’s wires for hen-house
netting and transferring the tracks into the way-
side diteh, but cooler counsels g»revaﬂegi and it
was determined to overcome the Trollioctopus
by moral suasion. All were to forswear its
wiles and withhold any financial nuSp- wt from it,

MAst week they held a council of war at
Schluesser's Aall {n Fort Lee village, where im-
passioned orators from Coytesville pointed
out the dangers that lurked ahead and prophe-
aled a forty-cent fare if the monster was per-
mitted to go on unchecked. They fairly reeked
of noble sentiment. Glve them twenty-cent
fares or give them death; commuters never
shall be slaves: the old guard walks, but it never
surrenders, and the like. Fair yvoung ladies
of the nelghborhood arranged a sewing circle
to make badees depioting an Intrepid commuter
choking the Trollioctopus to death with a eom-
mutation ticket seven feet long, and eet on foot
a movement for a church sociable to rafse
capital for an omnibus line to Fort Lee. Un-
dyving fealty to the cause was sworn and the
militant Coyvteaville contingent went forth
into the night bursting with valorous determin-
ation and walked home in a thunder shower,
which was regarded by the plous as the work
of the Evil One upholding his own.

From that time to the Prc--»m fvery morn-
1nf has seen long lines of Coytesvillagers stur-
dily tramping to Fort Lee village and stopping
to hoot the sﬁeedinc cars of the Trollioctopus
as they pass by empty or occupled by an ocea-
slonal wanderer from other parts of the earth,
axcursionist, or broken-down wheelman. Not
alone does the male population eschew the cars
every girl commuter In the hamlet does that
long miile with pride and at an ever-Increasing
pace. Moreover these young won en have de-
elared a social anathema against all those who
break their vows in the matter and have al-
readv put into effect this process against one
false yonth of the town. Havineg been out late
one evening he arose in the morning with that
tired feeling and {:mdn a devious course to a
spot down tha track where he thought he would
not be seen, but a party of girls had started
earlier than usual that niorning and they de-
scried him in a car at a point whera the rnadwn&
approaches the track. He tried to pass it of
with an airy bow but the entire aggregation of
fair femininity concentrated such a zero glare
upén him that he turned ng his coat collar and
erawled under the seat. ince then he has
been left out of two strawberry festivals and
a candy pull and 1t |s said that he 12 thinking of
moving to Hoboken. Hoboken s regarded as
the lair of the Trollloctopus, for there the of-
fice« are situated.

To Hoboken, accordingly, went on Monday
a comnittee of Coytesville's bravest and best
gppnrpll»d for war. They were after Supt,

oung of the company. But Supt, Young saw
them first; at any rate, he found ont they were
on the way. When they @ot thera he was not
to ba geen. A gertlemanly attendant met
them ontside the aMces and informed them that
the superintendent had gone to Coney Island.
Inside the door an official said that he was
in Canada on a [lxhing trip. At the entrance
to the inner ofice they learned that he had just
started for Madagascar. From inside came
a volee which said that he was on his way to
Paoting Fn to fight the Bosers. The commit-
tee promptly sprung the “We-the-people-of-
Covtesville” opening upon the office foree,
which fled shrieking. Then the committee de-
parted, saying that they would come back later.
and feeling that they had drawn first blood.
and that the Trollioctopus was cowed alresdy.
Afterward thev gol a message saving that Mr,
Young had decided to put oft his trip and would
meet thom for « conference; so thev will prob-
ably go down agaln within a day or two

Meantime, thera is na doubt {hm Coytesville
is stirred to its depths over the warfare. A re-

rter on his way there vesterday counted
welve pedestriare’ who would be supposed 1o
to be normally patrons of tranaportation lines,
plodding through the dust. and that was in the
nifddle of the afternoon, when travel is light.
As ha came in right of the village an cld man
passed Fim in a democrat wagon and puliad up
v Walk over from Fort Tee village?” said he.
Shoo! Too bad.  Wisht you'd n a little
later an' I'd a took you up.”

Do von do much business?” asked the re-
porter

“Much business,” chuekled the old man. “I
guess T do all my hoss ean haul.”

“Cut under tha trolley rates?”

e lut under!” he exclaimed with deep seorn,

D'vou think that I'd take a red cent fer carryin’
folks that's fighting that grindin’ monopoly?
No, sir!  T'll take ‘»m all in an’ carry 'em froe
of charge till my hoss drops dead an' my ri
fallx to pieces.  An' when that happens there’
be plenty of others to take mv place,”

This seems to be the spirit of the village.

We'ra in this fight to stay,” was the reply
the reporter 501 to his inquiries from young and
old men and women, backed np, particnlarly
in the case of the women, by glittering descrip-
tions of the enormities of the Trollioetopus.

While he was being regaled with a brilliant
bit of composite rhetorie trom a bevy of the vil-
lage maidens the roar of the monster was heard
from afar and the bevy immediately made for
the station. There were just four passengers
on the car. Three of them were contempti-
ously dismissed from consideration as strang-
ers.  The fourth was a young man who got off
the car with an exaggerated liimp

‘Well, what do you think of Charley!" ex-
claimed the bevy in a combination of tones
that boded ill for that youth.

He hobbled "f’ with a sickly smile and said:

(iot an awful sore foot. Doctor told me if 1
walked up hers | n::fht have to go on crutches,”

“Humph!” re‘:ll the group.

That word “humph” doesn’t look llke much
on {m;nr but {t possesses unsuspested possie
bilities when rendered with the proper empha-
sis by seven s rnful m\l women. (Charley
looked like a -aterpillar that has attempted
to Interrupt the progress of & steam roller.

mmwm-m-n-w

nating presende.

“Say., Susie. the ulforﬂh th,
walking after forgetting, in nl'{:‘w-
a;)-n.tsgllmp.'m you going to dholr rehearsal

morrow evening.

Susie pisked olg’ the exact zenith and made
an accurate point at it with her nose.

“Yes, 1 am,” sald she. “1'm colnmm a
lond. There was a deadly emp on
the lust two words.

" Charley Lootod helplessly at the reporter
or 8y1 s =

) '[{in"? thy. | beat the dickena!” he plain-
vely mourned.

.\'P’('mlly for a reply was obviated by the
greater necessity of catching the car which
was just starting on its return trip and the
reporter made a ﬂ{ing trip of it amidst the
hoots and jeers ol e juvenile population
not to mention a well-meant but ill-direct
turnip which smas h unpleasant sug-
gestiveness of having seen its best days, againgt
A tree trunk. On the nar there were only two
other passengers from Coytesville. More 'Fm
on at points further down the road.
conductor admitted that patronage had fallen
off greatly but said that the line would etill
continue {o run at the old rates so fur as hs
had heard. On the down trip there were vari-
ous signs of the Trollioctopus’s unpopularity,
Between Coytesville and the Fort Lee road
erossing two small boys almost gave the motor-
man heart disease by making a bluff to throw
a log in front of the car.

At Palisade Park a mug of children in a
meadow hooted shrilly, At Hudson Helqhm
a stout woman with a baby in her arms told
the conductor that he ought to be ashamed
of himself. At Overlook two workmen loudly
hoped that the car would roll over the eliff and
kill all its ocoupants, But it was at Grant-
wood that the worst blow was received. Over
a fence adjoining the railroad track leaned a
daughter of the countrv. Her plump and
shapely arms. deep tinted Ly the sun, rested
on top of the fence and her round chin pressed
down on them. She had big brown eves, a
saucily tip-tilted nose and lips as red as cher-
ries. The motorman gazed on her with dee
admiration. The red lips opened: she stuc
out a tongue like a radish and waggled it in
scorn and derision and contumely at the min-
fon of the Trollioctopus, He n1hod deaply
and collected five cents more fare all around.

THE SURPRISE AT SANNA'S POST.

Brilllant Blow Struck at the British by Gen,
Christian De Wet.

A graphic account of the surprise of the
British force at Sanna's post, near the Bloem-
fontein waterworks, on March 31, s given
by a Boer correspondent who was with Gen,
De Wet's force on that occasion. The con-
ception and execution of the operation, which
is described with great simplicity and clearness,
stamps Gen. De Wet as an brilliant officer and
strategist, and un'ess his career is cut short
in the chances of the war, he seems destined
to take high rank as a partisan leader.

When the British column of some 2,500 men
belonging to Gen. French's division occupied
Thaba N'Chu, Gen. De Wet was with his force
near Brandport. On learning the strength
of the British he started with the commandos
under Commandants Piet and Christian De
Wet and Andries Cronje in the direction of
Thaba N'Chu, the total force not exceeding
1,600 men. On March 30 they were in laager
at Marai's farm, about fifteen miles southeast
of Brandport, when word was received that

the British had struck camp at Thaba N'Chu,
and were preparing to retire on Bloemfontein,
It was afterward learned that they had heard
of the presence of Gen. Olivier east of Thaba
N'Chu and feared an attack from that quarter.
Gen. De Wet inimediately dec'ded tn strike
at the retreating column, and selected the
valley in which the Bloemfontein waterworks
are situated as the point of attack. Orders
were given on the same afternoon, March %0,
for a forced march during the night, and the
start was made at 7 o'clock In the evening.
Fight guns accompanied the columin, but the
train was reduced to the smallest number
of wagons possible, and the march was made
rapidly and quietly, none but the leaders know=
'"1 the destiination.

‘oward morning the column had reached
the hills overlooking the valley and the scouta
reportad that the British force was encamped
near the waterworks, On learning the dis-
{meltinn of the British, Gen De Wet developed
s plan.  The valley, which is about three
miles wide, extends In a southwesterly direc-
tion, opening out into the plain east of Bloen-
fontein. The waterworks are situated at
the upper end of the valley some twenty miles
enst of Bloemfontein. About twoand a half miles
below the waterworks the Koorn Sprult crosses
the wagon road rupning from Thaba N'Chu
to Bloenifontein, and joins the Modder River,
which also runs through the valley. At the
point where the road crosses the Koorn Spruit
there is a drift rather difficult to pass. Com-
mandant Christian De Wet moved down into
the Spruit with 400 men and took up positions
where the, could intercept the enemny ‘n the
event of his retreating toward Bloemfontein.
They were entirely concealed and in a position
of great naturnl strength, where they waited
for the British ltke hunters waiting for their
game. Commandants Piet De Wet and Cronje
with the remalning 1,200 men then moved
round to the British rear and planted their
guns on a range of kopjes overlooking the
British camp, where thev walited for day,

S0 soon as« the light enabled them to alm
the Boers opened fire on the Briti<h, who, taken
completely by surprise, made no attempt to
return the fira, but hurriedly struck their biv-
ounc and be!un a precipitate retreat in the di-
rection of Bloemfontein down the road across
the Stmm. Bellev the force in their rear
to be that under Gen. Olivier from east of Thaba
N'Chu, tha¥ made no attempt to reconnoitre
their front but pushed blindly on into the trap
prepared for them.

Commandant Christian De
waited until the British wagon train was in
the drift, and two wagons had actually crossed
the stream, before he gave the order to fire,
The Boers then n-rrane up and poured in a dead-
ly fire with thelr Mausers. The British were
panic-atricken.

The cavalry, breaking away to the south,
made their esca ood and left the Infantry
to take care of themselves. The transport
train was thrown Into wild confusion, the ani-
mals maddened by the sting of the Mauser
bullets reared and plunged overturning sev-
eral wagons and the infantry unable to extri-
cate themselves from the fire in front and rear,
after a brief resistance, surrendered. The
Boers promptly removed the killed and wounded
animals from the wagons and stal the train
back to prevent its recapture. There was gome
desultory firing during the rest of the morning
byt‘ nﬁe affair was practically all over by 9
O clock,

The number of prisoners captured was 408,
Seven guns with more than a hundred rounds
of ammunttion each wers taken, along with 110
wagons loaded with rrovi-lnm and ammuni-
tion, 1,400 draught animals, 80 cavalry horses,
550 1se-Metford rifies and 20 carts,

During the afternoon a strong British force
marched out from Bloemfontein, but the Boers
having effected their purpose retired north
carrying their prisoners and booty away with
them unmolested. The moral effect of the blow
ﬁ‘tnwk areatly encouraged the burghers and
Gen. De Wet, speaking of it afterward, raid:

We feel that the war has only fust begun,
?Sgl‘v'w: have every reason to be hopeful of the

He 13 now in command of the forces operating
against Tord Roherts’s communications, and
Indeing by the recent captures of the Duke of
Cambridge’s Yeomanry and the Fourth Militia
battalion of the Derbyshire Regiment, he is cap-
able of rendering the British position at Johan-
nesburg and Pretoria vervy precarious, A
commission to examine into the whola ecfrenm-
stances of the Banna's Post disaster will, it {s
said, be appointed by the British War OMce, but
the inclination is to let it pass into oblivion
on account of the exalted rank of the officer
held to be chiefly responsible for it.

-

Wet passively

RACED THE TRAIN AGAINST FIRE,

A Burning Car Pulled Into Des Moines in
Time to Be Saved.

From the Kansaa City Journal.

William 8. Night last night told a very strange
story of a chair car in a Chicago Great West-
ern Rallroad train that was afire and full of pas-
sengers with the train at full speed. “It
was one of the strangest things I ever expe-

rienced,” said he. “and all the trainmen, Includ-
ing the uu{wrintpndnnt of the road, were in a
quandary to know the cause of the car's catch-
ing on fire.  We were about seven miles from
Des Moines when smoke was discovered eurling
out from under the middle of the first chair car.,
The fire was between the two floors of the car,
and seemed to have spread toward both ends.
It had not started near the wheels, for it was
in the centre of the car. and that would do awny
with any theory of a hot hox,

Well, what to do was a little problem for
the conductor of the train to solve. The fire
could not he n!og;wd without a hose and water
power to throw the water back toward both ends
of the car, and at that place in the flelds there
were no such conveniences. The fire had not
yet eaten its way through the floor, so the pas-
sengers needed to have no fear. The engineer
and conductor with a few passengers stood
heside the car, undecided what to do. If the
'rallll‘“rnnr:alno»% !ha:s. the coach must have neec-
CELH) AVe burn up an 0 L
"‘l"rh‘ g w'énln e p and would have ‘laid

“The conductor suddenly conoceive
and immediately shouted: ')All nbo:{rd!d nﬁ :l»::
her through to Des Moines at full spead,
Tommy." he velled to the engineer. and “Tommy,"
the large chubby engineer, covered with TOAse
and oil, waddled down to his engine as fast as
his short legs wonld carry him. The eonduc-
tor pulled the cord. Tommy pmlad the throttle
wide open and such a wild ride as we did havel
It wassa race to see which was the faster, the
fire or the locomotive. The locomotive won,
and when we reached the yards at Des Mnines
the fire had almost eaten its way through the
floor of the coach. 1t was quickly extinguished

ttached to a water
:h:gmol on time.” e into

Creatures That Have Been Loved by Mea and
Women of Note.

From the San Francisco Call.

A volume might be written of famous peo-
ple and their pets, and it would be interesting
reading. Many books of biography have
scattered along their pages tender reminis-
cences of an attachment to some dumb ani-
mal, from Boswell's “Johnson” and Cowper's
“Letters” down to one of the latest works of
the kind, “The Life and Correspondence of
Charles Kingsley.” Johnson's cat “"Hodge,"
for which he used to go out to buy oysters
“lest the servants, having that trouble, should
take a dislike to the poor creature,” and Cow-
per's hares, which used to amuse him in his
dull, weary hours at Olney, are as well known
as the two men themselves,

Charles Kingsley seems to have loved every

living creature around him, and he taught
his children to respect even the most loath-
some insects, Mrs. Kingsley tells how a family
of runaway toads made their home in a hole of
the green bank at Eversley, and the scythe was
never allowed to approach their retreat. He
had two little friends in a pair of sand wasps
which lived in a orack of the window in his
drawing room, one of which he had saved from
drowning in a basin of water, and every spring
he would look out eagerly for them or their
oung, which came out of, or returned to,
he =ame crack. He petted the white stable
cat and the black house cat, and sat up with
a sick dotr during the last two nights of its
suffering life. Wherever he went he v‘v‘r‘ fol-
lowod about the parish by his faithful little
Dandy Dinmont, whose iptelligent face was
alway® to be seen at the lectures and school
lessons, and was known to every cottager
in the place, being almost as much esteemed
b{ them us by the Kingsley children, whose
attached friend he was for ten years.

Doge, perhaps, have been pets with a greater
number of famous persons than any other
animal. Every one will remember Sir Walter
Scott's canine pets, of which he had more than
a score. The “mn prized was the old Scotch
hound Maida, his com fon for many years,
whose grave is near the 1:!9 at Abbotaford,
with the monument and Inscription that he
designed for her. there were the two
pet a’l:i'hnundn. Douglas and Percy, which
‘mond him everywhere. They had a p&i’vi-
‘Alaee in his library, one of the windows
being left open in all weathers so that they
might pass in and out when they ple b

ord Byron had a famous dog, Boatswain
whose picture is still to be seen at Newstead
Abbey; and Hood's dog, Dash, will be remem-
bered as the one that Barry Cornwall said
should have been named Rover. He acocom-
panied Charles Lamb in mun¥ of his walks,
nearly worrying the life out of the gentle essay-
ist, who oould hardly manage to keep in sight
of his restless four-foot companion, and
was in constant terror lest he should lose him.

Walter Savage Landor was another lover
of dogs. He had a number of them—Parig’,
which followed him in all his tramps; Gallio,
given to him by the sculptor Story. whose

lace was to lia at his feet: and, most cele-

rated of all. Pomero, the little white Pom-
eranian dog that was sent to him from Fie-
sole to Bath, where he was then living. For
twelve yvears Landor and his dog were always
together, noticeable flgures wherever they
went, and Pomero was written about and
talked about nearly as mnch as his master,

Mary Russell Mitford was surrounded by
dogs from her childhood. To relate her his-
tory would be to tell theirs likewise, for they
were inseparable. Their qualities, troubles,
and general doings have an important place
in her letters, and they have tender mention
that might lead one to suppose them to be
human members of the household. “All our
pets are well.” is her usual message (n cloking,
and many of them come in for special mention,
like “Marmion. and Modoe, and Moss Trooper,
the hounds: " “Maris with her black and glossy
[mnpir-u," “Miranda from Stratford-on-Avon:”

Mavflower, and Mid, and Lufla, from the
North countrie,” and Dash, who “sends his
respects to Mrs. Browning's doves.” and was
80 well beloved by his mistress that when she
wns in London homesick she wrote to her parents
“l am dying for my Dash and my flowers

Wordsworth's companion on his morning
rambles was a dog for whose death he sin-
cerely mourned and to whose memory he paid
an exquisite tribute in verse,

There have been other famous lovers of
dogs. Bir Edwin Landseer was especially
fond of them, and many of his pets he has made
to live aﬁsin on the immortal canvas.

Mrs. Browning was greatly attached to a
xilkon-hnlrad. hazel-eyad spaniel that Miss

fitford gave to her. Flushie lives in lit-
erature as the subject of one of his mistress's
tenderast poems.

(Goethe hated dogs; his pet was a live snake,
which he kept In a chimney corner—a repul-
%.lve companion ona would think, The pet of

iberius, the Roman Emperor, was also a snake;
yet the two men were wholly unlike in every
particular.

Jean Paul Richter's pets were a mouse, a
squirrel and a white spider. Hogarth, the
gnln(or was fond of cats, and at his home at

,hiuwk‘k he had a garden where he buried
his favorites, Yl:u'lnc little tablets to mark
the spot and distinguish their individual sep-
ulchers,

The cat has been a favorite with a number
of well-known ple.  Pope made companions
of several, and he showed the best side of his
character to them. Dryden had also a stately
favorite cat, with a temper as bitter as his own

pen.
Gray, author of the beautiful “Flegy in a
Country Churchyard,” wrote an “Ode on the
Death of a Favorite (at, Drowned in a Tub
of iiold Fishes.” In this little poem he be-
wails the fate of the demure and almost his-
toric Selina. Dante made a pet of a large
black cat. Theophile Gautier had a white
cat of great beauty named Don Plerrot de
Navarre, of which he was extravagantly
gond. This animal died of consumption. He
ad a regular mslctm and was fed on asses’
milk, but he fi succumbed and the poet
describes his death in moviug terms.

WONDERFUL RUSSIAN EGGS,

Easter Souvenirs of the Czarina and the
Dowager Empress Shown at Parls.

Easter is celebrated in Russia with great
ceremony, and the custom of giving elaborate
Faster eggs has been carried to extravagance
by the wealthy and aristocratic peopls In St,
Petersburg; but no other Russian women have
such collections of Easter eggs as the young
Czarina and the Dowager Empress.

It has, for many generations, been & court
custom for the reigning Czar to give his wife
at Easter time an egg containing some hand-
some gift, usually a souvenir of some particular
event, and the present Czar and his father,
Alexander I1II., have always observed the
old custom. The two Empresses have, with
considerable misgivings, it is said, allowed
their Faster egg collections to go to Paris and
be placed on exhibition in the Russlan section
of the Exposition, and the French dramatic
temperament 18 deeply stirred and moved by
this testimony to the intimate and cordial

relations between the two nations. From
the Easter eggs are being hatched fraternal sen-
timents and touching enthusiasm with regular

incubator expedition and despatech, Many
of the eggs are exceedingly interesting as
objects of art,

he first received by 'h@}nrmnl Czarina was
given to her in the year of her coronation. It
is a large golden egg, enamelled in rose color,
and contains a tiny and fect model of the
state carriage In which the young bride rode
to the Moscow cathedral on imr wedding day,
The coach is of gold, cushioned in red enamal
and hung with tiny silver curtains which can
be drawn on gold wires. The Imperial crown
in beautiful dilamonds ornaments the panels.

The last Easter egg added to the (‘zarina's
collection was presented this year and {n-
closes a splendid jewelled heart set in rare,
many colored gems and surrounded by twenty-
five tln*‘lminlmurm. portraits of the members
of the Russian royal family.

Among the collection of the Dowager Em-
press Is one egg that commemorates a family
storm and a royval problem. Nicholas I].,
the present ('zar, when a boy, had, as all the
world knew, a_most irrational and vehement
love affair. Society was shocked, the heir
nrpuem 8 fond parents were distressed, and
altogether there was a very interesting ex-
hibition of the tempest that Cupid can, upon
occaslon, stir up in a royal family. Nicholas
was hurriedly sent around the world to com-
plete his education and, as usual, time and
absence reduced the royal heart to'its normal
condition, but the FEmpress grieved greatly
over the separation from her son, and on
Easter of that year the (Czar gave her an egg,
inside of which was a model of the ship in
which her rebellious lad was sailing away from
heart entangivment, A goldsmith of famous
skill had spent ten months making the ship,
\\'vhh-h wn;- of solid gold, mlmlmo'd on a bery
stone, and was complete and accurate yery
detail, down to the smallest cahle, b

Thelr Honeymoon Sadly Eclipsed.

From the Columbua Dispatch.

SANDUSKY, Ohlo, June 8. —~Mr. and M rs, John
J. Emerich, young people from Huron, are
spending thelr honeymoon in the city prison.

ey were married yesterday afternoon at
the Court House, after which lK.y started out
for a drive about the cty, They drank many
times to their own health, but not to their own
happiness, as subsaquent developments proved,
They quarreled and most of the bride's trous-
seau {8 a wreck as a result, She is a buxom
woman and retallated by throwing her hus-
band out of the buggy. Several hurryup calls
for the patrol were sent in all at once and half
a dozen officers were sent rushing to the soene
of trouble. As the board of county visitors
pnever thought to recommend a bridal cham-
ber at the city prison, the young people are
occup?rln‘ different departments in that in-
stitutfon. Th

at the e of the yards b eans of a h
m’..{%..&.:“"J

ey are both ch 8
ity ety oo Il-rnd with drunk
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UNDERTAKER'S BIL]

LEAsp

Less Credit Given Now Than Formerly - Modery {
Methods of the Undertaker—How Famy
Custom Is Bullt Up and Transferred to Noy
Men — When Death Enters a Householq,

“The bills that a man is least likely 1o pay*
said an undertaker of long experience, *apy
the doctor's and the undertaker's.”

“1 should have thought,” said his anestinnep
“that a man would hold a bill for the ""mi
of somebody that he loved sacred and th he
weuld be sure w pay "

“To get the money from him,” said the yp,
dertaker, “you must get it before his teary have
ceased to flow,” and this was said by no meang
flippantly or carelessly, but simply as a brisg
way of setting forth a fact bv an undertakey
who has buried many a manfor whose luneray
he never got a cent of pay,

“There is nothing left,” he went on, giving
one reason why such bills are not always cle
lectible. “The man that owes the bill hagy
a thing to show for i1; the body has beey buried
and there's absolutely nothing left. The same
is true as to the undertaker, of course therv'y
nothing left for him; the man that owes the
bill hates to pay for something that he hasyg
got, that is gone, absolutely, and the 1indeps
taker can't collect because there Is absolutely
nothing that he can touch.”

This would of course apply to peopla thy
were without means. Undertakers are likely
to sue people who have means but do not pyy
but after trying for two or three years 1o oole
lect a bill from a man who is without neang
they are likely to give up the effort as nselesg,
There are undertakers who do not trust at al
but require the cash. It was said that, as 4 gepe
eral proposition, fewer undertakers than for
merly now give credit; for the reason that they
have lost so much by giving credit.  There grg
undertakers, nevertheless, who do give crediy
just as a man in any business might, in aceord.
ance with his own judgment of the person aske
ing credit, or requiring perhaps relerences,
or it may be requiring other nore tangible
voucher, as the signing of a contract, with g
guarantee from an emplover, or sonething of
that sort, and part payment, atleast, in advanos,

Except when the undertaker’s bill is w he
paid from an estate in which case it imay have
to wait a long time, or where some arrangenieng
for payment has been made in advanes, unders
takers' bills are likely to be sent in promptly,
very likely at once, or within a very [ow
days or a very few weeks atthe most. Perhaps
the prevailing promptness in this respect g
due to the diffieulty sald to attend the coljects
ing of undertakers’ bills after they get old
U ndertakers say that the rich are s [ikeiy sy
the poor to complain of overcharging, or what
they think ix overcharging. Commonly the
coet of a funeral is determined i detall o
advance, the poorer people belug more |ikely
w Ko into these details in advance than the
richer. Undertakers agree that the moden
gystem of industrial insurance is a erand thing
tor the poorer people, who are therehy pros
vided with a means of burying their dead
and a grand thing for the undertakers as ',I
who are thereby made sure of pavinent for
funerals that they might otherwise never g
pald for. An undertaker ran his finger dovy
the pages of a book containing the hriet recopds,
in one line to each, of many lunerals, scory
and hundreds of funerals.

“Industrinl,” he said, his finger halting
for a moment on a name, and “Indie
trial, industrial,” he repeated, as he drew b
finger alonyg down the page. Many people
are buried with this insuratice money

When some one of a household dies the head
of the family or somebody for him goes to the
undertaker. 1t is perhaps his first experiencs
with death and he goea, it may be, to the nearst
undertaker whose sign he has seen. The
undertaker attends to all the details, 10 gew
ting the permit for burial from the fonrd of
Health on the doctor’s certificate of death; b
looks after every detail. Hera, in such a case s
this of a stranger, the undertaker, il he trusis at
all, comoes up against the question whether be
shall trust or not, and of course he  wan's the
business. He sizes the customer up, and take
his chanees, though as already stated Le takes
fewer chances than he did and he takes mom
precautions, and  the induetrial  insur
ance simplifies the situation in many cases
But he may trust; and of course he may be able
to collect )

One undertaker of lon,; and varied and extens
sive experience in New York said that there
were owing to him debts amonunting to 0,00,
It is probable that there would be found inthe
city no undertaker of experience who had uot
guffered more or less loss from bad debts: du
some from people who want to pay but cant,
who have hard work to support the living, s
let alpne paying for burving the dead; som
who *ui'hlully meant to pay and grew cold
over it, some who live beyond their tmeome, o
up to it all the time, and socan’tpay, and som
who would rather spend the money for some
thing else.  The undertaker in factstill trose
people more or less; he wants the bhusiness, ﬂnd’
while the undertaker doesn’t stand in need o
anyhody's commendation, it may be said that
he is not wanting in humanity, and he lose
something on thisaccount.  Sothat, take italt=
gether, he is still losing something; but the tact
appears to be that Le is not losing so jnnch ashe
did. The undertaking business, like evey
other in modern times, (8 conducted mon
and more on business principles and on a ah
baxs's, and this without any sacrifice of fors
1t i= simply 1o keeping with the mmodern way

1o smaller communities the family that (a8
onee had occasion to call in an undertaker @
likely to stick to him always; the fanily and lh:
undertaker grow up and grow old together U
anybody dies out of this household they o fe
ways to him, and he expects that they will cone
to fl"ll He knows the tamily well, knows 11st
what thefr financial resources are and whersor
of tuneral they want, which is always about the
same, and whether they are good pay or not, and
usually they are good, and he triusts then withe
ont hesitation, The sams lJn.mi happwns b
reatcities,  Here, lor instance, thero are Lime
ri"u who have gone for a generation or more 10
the same undertaker, as they stll do.  But hers,
with the constant shifting of residence distr s,

tamilies and undertakers have becope mor
or less separated, It may be that the fanil?
moves and the undertaker does not. In <ud
cases the family may still eling o the old unders

taker; or {t may o back 10 him onee or twiee and
then go to somebody nearer their now hote
And it may be that familids, or their vounker
branches as they come up, transier ther pi's

ronag# to newer estublishments with iore i

ern methods or outtlts, which nre olt e

time coming into existence.  Many advand
and improvements have been moade 0
yvears in the undertaking busin ]
he seen, for instance, in the extensive
tntion of the burial ecasket, often elabord
and beautitul, for the old-tigne oo n e

lining of graves with cloth or with «vergmen
hnu?ﬁm to hide the earth: and 1 v ttheP
details in  which improvements have el
made, with the result of robhing the €19 8

TP PP

at least some of its more  papibi

The new men who bring in with them @
new and improved applinnees are Lkelv !
et the business of new custoniers, Ard it
he that of older people, too, unles the ol

established concern goes in also for ull these
new improvements, as it eopmmoniy does
In some families the funerals ure corducted
by the sexton of the ehurch which the famil¥
attends, the sexton being an undertaker 43
well, biut with his undertaking cortined nliost
if not wholly, to his church. There are sciid
undertakers who bury only the rich, - \:‘:

bury only the poor, some whose husiness
may be very large, is with people of their own rics
There are undertakers whose hrsipess (s nrdtio.
if not wholly, confined to people of their own r=
ligious faith,  And there are soppe cloestal=
lished concerns that do a large business of 4
general character, having more or less ;rd
family custom, and with business, bes)
that might be described as of a tran-ent «
ucter, miscellaneous deaths of ricl
and well-to-do; residents here or strangrs Of
visitors; of, in short, the many who in varioid
cirenmstances are constantly coming 10 3
wounted among the dead and must all he bur
by somebody.

Obviously the payment for funerals mo<! In
many cases, s of strangers or persons une
known to the undertaker, or burials paid for 0y
<tranger= or out of funds left by the dead, 14
purely and slmply a matter of business HI

made at onee, But practically all undert ‘115
real

bills are, short-time accounts, As nlre

said, except in the case of funerals 1o he piid
for by exeentors of estates or in e n
which arrangements as to payments hove heen
made in advance. funeral bills, however [ong
and well the people may have been known b
the undertaker, are  commonly Lo

promptly. “There i" said an undertaker, 19

siuch thing as an open ascount: happily there 19
no occasion for one. People don't die cut o the
same family every day. There may be noael

in a family for years, perhaps none [of many
vears; and a funeral Bl not previously paid

or arranged for is, whoever the people 1y by
almost  invariably presented soon after 1he
funeral. [t {8 a transaction that stands by '

self, that 18 now completed, and for which tha
bill is promptly sent in."”

There are of course plenty of people % 'wYay
this bill prnmptli', as they do all their bills
there are, a8 this inquirer supposed there mus
he, people who regard this bill as an e<pec
obligation that mnst be met; hut the {act ape
wars also to be, and this s sontrary to 'hl’
Lul notion had been, that there are also plent
of people upon whom this obligation >omes
after a time torest very lightly

Remember This—
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